[image: image1.png]International
Planned Parenthooc
w Federation

Africa Regional Office





NEWS FROM THE IPPF AFRICA REGION

I. Participation with the recruitment of the top 3 positions at Member Associations
Nigeria

In January 2007, the Regional Office participated in the recruitment exercise for the Executive Director, Technical Services and Executive Director, Finance. The candidates were identified and recommendations were made to the Executive Director proceed with the appointment.

Mauritius

In February 2007, the Regional Office also participated in the recruitment of the Executive Director of MFPWA, after which recommendations were made by the panel to the National Executive Committee to offer employment to the suitable candidate. The National Executive Committee appointed the selected candidate in March 2007.

Namibia

In April 2007, the Regional Office reviewed and sent interview questions to the Namibian Association for the recruitment of both the Finance and Programmes Manager. 

Mozambique

The Member Association in Mozambique has made great strides in addressing its institutional, governance and financial performance since the placement of an Administrator in November 2006. This has resulted in the government and development partners renewing their confidence in the Association. Donors have initiated previously suspended funding to past projects and new projects are being funded. The MA has identified a new Executive Director following the interviews conducted on Friday 20th of April 2007.  The Interim Management Committee, the current Board of the Association and the Administrator will present the identified candidate with an offer of employment.

II. Technical Assistance visits

Mauritius

From the 16-19th March, 2007, the Regional Director visited the Mauritius Family Planning Welfare Association to follow up on the governance and management challenges faced by the Association. During this mission, the National Executive Committee met to finalize the appointment of the Executive Director. In addition, an Agreement was signed between IPPF and the Association putting in place a Plan of Action to hasten the implementation of the post accreditation plan.

Zimbabwe
A visit was made to Zimbabwe by the Regional Director from the 20th- 24th March 2007, to explore the possibility of having the Zimbabwe National Family Planning Council as a full member of IPPF. Discussions were held with the Minister of Health and Child Welfare and the Executive Director of ZNFPC after which a Plan of Action and an Agreement was developed between the Regional Office and the Ministry of Health AND Child Welfare to put in place institutional, personnel and constitutional arrangements for enhancing the performance of ZNFPC in meeting its obligations towards its SRH clients.

III. Joint initiative of IPPF & MDG Centre (East & Southern Africa)
In March 2007, the Regional Office embarked on a collaborative initiative with the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) Center (East & Southern Africa) based in Nairobi, to strengthen the synergy between NGOs working to advance the achievement of the MDGs so as to maximize the key players’ contribution in attaining the health related Goals in selected countries. An assessment of the NGOs working particularly in Reproductive Health will be carried out to define their geographic coverage, their magnitude and contribution to the national goals and objectives.

IV. The 78th Executive Committee of the Africa Region

IPPFAR held its 78th Executive Committee from the 30-31st March in Nairobi, Kenya. During this meeting a resolution was passed recommending the suspension of a grant to two Member Associations following a series of institutional, financial and management challenges spanning as far back as 2003. The Region put in place temporary management mechanisms to ensure that Programme implementation does not suffer in these countries. Other resolutions were concerning the youth representation in Governance, the setting up of an Audit Committee membership and the recommendation to submit to the 37th Regional Council and consider endorsing the candidature of the Malawian Member Association to the membership Committee.

V. Initiatives to strengthen financial accounting, monitoring and reporting at Member Association level.

In order to strengthen financial systems in both the Anglophone and Francophone MAs, a review to identify gaps and analyze specific reporting requirements from donors and IPPF was completed in March, 2007. Two Francophone MAs were sampled for this analysis. A pilot system will then be designed and tested in another MA after which, the system will be scaled up to all other MAs. Another initiative is underway to guide MAs on accounting requirements specific to IPPF financial policies to improve the quality of reporting.

VI. 3rd Ordinary Session of the AU Conference of Africa Ministers of Health, Johannesburg, 9-13th April, 2007

The Region participated in the inter-Ministerial Conference whose theme was ‘Strengthening of Health System for Equity and Development in Africa’, during which the Africa health Strategy was adopted. The strategy will be implemented in collaboration with the International Community and Civil Society in Africa. 

The delegation also held meetings with representatives of the African Union, the Regional Economic Communities, selected country delegations and representatives at the Conference.

They mapped out events related to the Maputo Plan of Action (PoA) for the implementation of the Continental Policy Framework on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) that was earlier adopted in Maputo by the Special Session of the African Union Ministers of Health Conference in September 2006.

VII. Partnership with JOICFP
The Region is collaborating with JOICFP to strategize on the enhancement of ODA in support of SRH and HIV/AIDS related programmes. The Japanese delegation, representing JOICFP emphasized on the advocacy efforts needed during the TICAD IV and the G8 Summit concerning the integration of SRH and HIV/AIDS. In this regard, the Regional Director has been invited as a special speaker during the advocacy events scheduled in October and November, 2007 focusing on the need to increase ODA allocation by the G8 members, for SRH and HIV/AIDS.
VIII. The Korea delegation

A 5 member Korean delegation visited the Regional Office on the 20th April 2007.Regional Director made a presentation on the region’s work followed by some discussion on its challenges in implementing SRH.

The delegation consisted of representatives from the Planned Population Federation of Korea, the Office of Policy Planning and Int’l Organization, International Cooperation Team and the Federation for the Environment Movement. The discussion centered on what challenges Africa faces in addressing SRH, the role of ODA support to SRH in advancing development and the linkages with the environment. The delegation also visited the Family Health Options, Kenya during this period. They also paid a visit to a Nairobi slum, Kibira and a Reproductive Health clinic in Kenya.
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