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1. The IPPFAR Chair person, Mrs. Ibrahim Hannatu welcomes the A + News letter 

Mrs. Ibrahim Hannatu, the IPPFAR Chairperson commended the efforts of the IPPF Africa Regional Office for launching the A+ Newsletter, saying that it keeps the members and staff informed of the happenings of Region as a family and as an organization. She calls upon the IPPF Africa Region Members Associations to contribute to the Newsletter.

2. From IC Publications: It is the leading publisher for Africa and the Middle East. Founded in 1966, with its headquarters in London and offices in Paris and New York.

(Africasia - London, UK- News from Africa)

31/07/2007 15:56 LAGOS, July 31 (AFP) 
Planned Parenthood official calls for 'paternity leave' in Nigeria 

The head of an international birth control agency in Nigeria has called for four weeks of paternity leave for new fathers, the official news agency NAN said Tuesday.

The NAN quoted Hannatu Ibrahim, chairman of The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) in the Africa region, as saying the "paternity leave" would enable husbands to assist their wives in nurturing their newborns.

"After birth, a woman needs her husband's support because at that time she is weak," said Ibrahim.

She also said that the era was past when husbands leave all household responsibilities to their wives after they give birth.

"Men who care for their families will prefer to be at home with their wives, especially when such wives give birth," Ibrahim said, promising to push her proposal for appropriate legislation.

The law in Nigeria permits a three-month maternity leave for working women. 

3. Consultative Meeting for Regional Economic Communities (RECs)

The Maputo Plan of Action (PoA) for the Operationalization of the Continental Policy Framework on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 2007-2010 provides a platform for advancing Africa’s sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) agenda. It urges governments, Regional Economic Communities (RECs); the African Union Commission (AUC), the civil society and development partners to work together towards ensuring universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights.

As the prime movers of the process that culminated in the formulation of the Maputo Plan of Action, IPPF Africa Region, the African Union Commission and UNFPA Africa Division, held a two-day consultative-cum-planning on the implementation of the Maputo PoA with RECs and other regional institutions in Nairobi. This is in recognition of the critical role the RECs play in advancing the implementation and monitoring of socio-economic policies and declarations adopted by governments.

The meeting held from 23 to 24 July in Nairobi was attended by 22 participants from the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA); Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), East African Community (EAC), and the Central Africa Community (ECCAS). Other regional organizations and institutions represented were the Pan African Parliament (PAP), NEPAD Secretariat, and Partners in Population and Development (PPD) Africa Office. 

The main objective of the consultative meeting was to discuss continental policies and strategies relating to SRHR, in particular the Maputo Plan of Action, and jointly develop a work plan for promoting the implementation of these strategies at national level. The participants also shared experiences and exchanged ideas on their ongoing activities and future plans in advocacy, resource mobilization and monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of various continental instruments and policies. The African Monitoring and Evaluation Tool (AMERT), a computer based M&E and reporting tool prepared for the AUC, was presented to assess its adoptability to the sub-regional organizations’ programmes.   
Discussions during plenary and group working sessions centered around priority areas of capacity enhancement for the sub-regional organizations; determining the resources needed for capacity building, and identifying the roles and responsibilities of key partners. Each REC developed a work plan for the coming year.

Among the key issues emphasized was the need to internalize the Maputo PoA within RECs; advocacy for national ownership and domestication of continental policies; mainstreaming SRHR, gender and population in all the sectors and monitoring and evaluation of the implementation by Member States. 

The meeting agreed on key recommendations to address common cross-cutting issues in all the sub-regional organizations. These include: Popularization and internalization of the Maputo PoA; capacity building in advocacy and M&E; mainstreaming gender, population and development into the RECs’ strategies and programmes;  developing a regional strategy for implementing the PoA; resource mobilization; partnerships and networking; strengthening intra-African, Afro-Arab and South-South collaboration; and sharing best practices. 

As follow-up to the consultative meeting, IPPFAR will undertake the following:

· Work with AUC to develop a reader-friendly summary of the Maputo PoA; 

· Compile a list of key partners in the reproductive health sector as a first step towards establishing a continental SRH network; 

· Compile information on key SRH indicators from sub-regional studies and other sources; and

· Organize consultative meetings on SRH policies linking civil society groups with RECs. 

This information will be shared with the sub-regional organizations, UNFPA Africa Division, AUC and other key partners.

IPPFAR will hold two meetings on the Maputo PoA with the civil society and RECs in Accra, Ghana (with ECOWAS) in August and with SADC in November 2007 in Harare. Similar meeting with EAC and ECCAS are planned for next year. In addition, the Regional Office, in collaboration with the MDG Centre in Nairobi, is currently conducting a survey in three countries (Malawi, Ethiopia and Kenya) the contribution of NGOs working in SRH towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals 4 and 5.

4. IPPF Africa Region takes up the challenge of contributing to the Millennium Development Goals by launching the SRH Alliance project.
The project aims at strengthening synergy between NGOs in achieving the MDGs, and will provide IPPFAR the space and opportunity to contribute towards the attainment of the MDGs in a visible manner. The decision to include a component of Reproductive Health by the international community to goal- MDG 5 during the 5-year review of the MDGs has not yet been implemented as this doesn’t appear in any of the official publications of the international community. Three of the 8 MDGs (4, 5 and 6) are related to health and two of them are directly related to Reproductive Health which is an area of interest for IPPF. Goal 4 is to reduce the Mortality Rate among Children less than five years of age. Goal 5 is to reduce the Maternal Mortality Ratio and Goal 6 is to halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and the incidence of malaria and other major diseases. In this project, 
IPPF will assess the current NGO efforts in Kenya, Ethiopia and Malawi in SRH in line with the MDGs using Focus Group discussion. The results will be disseminated in collaboration with partners like the MDG Centre East & Southern Africa and UNFPA, by January 2008.

5. IPPFAR embarks on a new Accounting package to enhance financial management by Member Associations

ACCPAC is a new financial and accounting package that IPPFAR will install in the 20 Anglophone MAs who are still using DacEasy, Pastel or QuickBooks.  DacEasy accounting package was introduced to MAs in the 1970’s. This initiative will ensure standardization across all MAs in terms of accounting packages, easy production of reports that meet various donor requirements and deadlines, facilitate the preparation of local management accounts and the analysis of project costs. This will go a long way in preventing MAs from incurring operating deficits which leads to accumulating negative reserves. The providers of ACCPAC confirmed that they also have a Portuguese version which will be useful for rolling out to the Lusophone MAs. This will enhance the implementation of the lusophone initiative, a resolution passed by the Regional Council in 2006. The ACCPAC has been identified because of its similarity to the Francophone version, Sage Saari which is being tested for rolling out in the Francophone MAs.
6. Mano River/UNFPA & Côte d’Ivoire support a US$ 137,000 refugee project in Guinea Conakry 

The Association Guinéenne pour le Bien-Etre Familial was yet again honoured with the granting of a funding worth Guinea Francs 823,263,125 (i.e. US$ 137,000) for a refugee assistance project in the Nzerekoré area. The project includes behaviour change communication activities and condom distribution as part of the Guinea component of the Mano River and Côte d’Ivoire HIV/AIDS project for refugees, displaced and host communities in the Nzerekoré Prefecture. This 9-month project (April-December 2007) targets HIV/AIDS prevention activities and aims at assisting countries in the Mano River basin and in Côte d’Ivoire achieve Millennium Development Goal N° 6, which aims at stopping and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015. The objective of the project is to prevent, control and manage HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases among refugees, displaced persons and their host communities in the Mano River basin countries and Côte d’Ivoire. It comes as a follow-up to a safe motherhood project funded by Plan Guinea and to the initial pilot project initiated in 2005 with encouraging results. The MA’s resource mobilization capacity has become a factual datum in the new aid architecture addressed during the last Regional Council meeting.

7. Chad: A call for enhancing linkages between the UNHCR and IPPF

The IPPF Africa Region and the UN High Commission for Refugees have been working together since 2005 to implement a pilot project in Eastern Chad involving refugees and conduct a comparative study on the needs of refugees and internally displaced persons in Uganda and Chad. 

In June, the IPPF had submitted an overall HIV/AIDS project covering the Eastern and Southern parts of the country to the UNHCR and OCHA. It is as part of this proposal that the UNHCR requested the assistance of IPPF to develop and implement an HIV/AIDS programme for internally displaced persons in Eastern Chad as well as Central African Republic refugees in Southern Chad. Fact-finding missions, including site visits to Abéché and Gozbeida as well as technical meetings with key humanitarian stakeholders (including UNHCR, UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNICEF, OCHA, COOPI, MSF France and Netherlands, the National Aids Council and members of the civil society) enabled to come to terms with challenges involved in issues of prevention and care in grassroots settings. The situation in refugee and internally displaced person camps is quite worrying with up to 38,177 IDPs living in Asounga alone and over 112,389 others getting minimum service in Dare Sila. 

A UN inter-agency action plan was developed and tasks and responsibilities were distributed among agencies with IPPF requested to fill a number of activity gaps, based on its expertise and the presence of ASTBEF, its member association in Chad, which should take this opportunity to ensure sustainability of its interventions. The original idea was to ensure visibility of IPPF in the humanitarian area as an international NGO working directly to provide technical assistance and capacity building to medical NGOs and service providers from the ministry of Health, through health districts and HIV/AIDS departmental committees.

In this regard, ASTBEF has just received CFA F 14 million (US$ 30,000) from the UNAIDS to provide capacity building to stakeholders in the Southern part of Chad (training of peer educators, logistic systems for the management of condoms and ARV drugs and reagents, care for PLWHAs and survivors of sexual violence. IPPF’s comparative advantage lays in the fact that the Federation can draw from the presence of ASTBEF to ensure skills’ transfer and sustainability of interventions.

8. New staff at the Regional Office

Ms Grace Muthoni Wachira joined the IPPF Africa Region Office on the 1st June 2007 as a Research Assistant in the Monitoring and Evaluation Unit of Organizational Development Effectiveness and Governance department. She worked for ActionAid International Kenya (AAIK) in the capacity of a Programme Assistant working on various research projects.  
________________________________END________________________________________

A+ News letter editor, Dr. Josephine Moyo, Director, Organizational Development Effectiveness and Governance-IPPF Africa Region
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